
Fahrenheit 451—Drama  

Scene Burning of Old Lady 

 

In this scene, Mrs. Hudson, a woman whose home has been raided by firemen, burns herself with her books. In this 

scene, Montag’s personal conflict of trying to save the old woman is exacerbated by Beatty’s willingness to let the old 

lady do as she pleases. There is a distinct difference between this scene in the novel and in this play—the old woman 

GIVES Montag a book in the drama scene; while in the novel, Montag’s hands take a book almost against his will. What 

is the purpose in the difference Montag’s acquisition of the book? Explain in a well-developed essay that includes an 

introduction, a conclusion, and a single body paragraph that contains textual evidence. 
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Overall Development  
30 possible points 

 Clear awareness of audience 
and purpose 

 Clear voice 

 Insightful analysis 

 Fluency of ideas 

 Free of mechanical errors 

A—30 to 27 
B—26 to 24 
C—23 to 21 
D—20 to 17 

30     29     28     27     26     25     24     23     22     21      20      19      18    17 

Support of Assertion 
20 possible points 

 Effective use of details 

 Details are relevant in 
supporting the assertion 

 Effective use of textual 
evidence integration 

 Textual evidence is relevant in 
supporting the assertion 

A—20 to 18 
B—17 to 16 
C—15 to 14 
D—13 to 12 

20          19          18          17          16          15          14          13          12 

 

 


